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HELP US KEEP A SMALL TOWN WAY OF LIFE. 

HELP US PURSUE SMART DEVELOPMENT!

A Developer has proposed a Shopping Center – DOWLING VILLAGE – with 7 Big Box Stores on 146A/Eddie Dowling Highway in North Smithfield and Woonsocket, TWICE the size of the Smithfield Crossing  mall.  It will eat up 140 acres with retail sprawl! 

3 out of 4 North Smithfield residents feel maintaining small town character is a key quality of life issue.  More than half feel that large-scale retail should be discouraged (Visioning Study, 2001). 

WHAT DO YOU WANT? 

THIS…                        Or THIS?
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THIS SPRAWL WILL: 

· reduce YOUR property values.
· affect YOUR water supply. The

proposed development sits on top of the watersheds flowing into our reservoirs. The RI Dept. of Health (2003) says, “Commercial activities concentrated in the Crookfall Brook Reservoir 1 present the most serious threats to water quality.” 

· affect YOUR quality of life in a rural and
   historic community.
· increase traffic on 146A (Community
  Guide to Development Impact Analysis). 

· likely increase YOUR TAXES. A

fiscal impact analysis prepared for Barnstable, Massachusetts in 2002 concluded that big-box retail would be a net loser for the town.  A 150,000 square foot retail store would cost $70,200 per year MORE IN SERVICES THAN IT WOULD BRING IN FOR REVENUE.  66% of that cost would be for police services. (source: Town of Barnstable Planning Dept.)

· destroy OUR local businesses.  A Home 

  Depot situated in  Woonsocket’s proposed 

  MED (Municipal Economic Development 

  Zone), part of Dowling Village, will force the closure of numerous small businesses. In the   MED zone, the big box stores can charge only 

3 ½ % sales tax for 10 years. Local businesses  

must charge 7%. Dowling Village’s Economic Impact Study (2004) completely IGNORES the economic cost due to loss of our local businesses!

YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS WORK FOR YOU!
DEMAND 

· an INDEPENDENT Traffic Impact Study.

· an INDEPENDENT Environmental Impact Study

· an INDEPENDENT Cost Benefit Analysis

· an INDEPENDENT Economic Impact Analysis.

Our mission: We are an alliance of concerned Blackstone Valley citizens and local businesses pursuing responsible development - development that balances economic growth with the protection of our rural landscape, historic culture, and quality of life.


We need your help, in time and money.

Send contributions to:

Valley Alliance for Smart Growth

P.O. Box 364

Slatersville, R.I.  02876

How to reach us:

Chairperson: Dr. Caroly Shumway

Phone: 401-769-4598

E-mail: cashumway@aol.com

http://www.valleyallianceri.org

